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(1-) Country-man. OW, Mafter, you 
are to tell me 
how it is I be- 

lieve a Ged, fince 1 am not to take it from 

the Authority of the Church. 

Rehearfal. The Works of Creation De- 
monftrat a God. For nothing can make it 
felf. And it is purely from your own 
Reafon that you Believe a God, 

Country-m.. But how dol believe a Chrift? 
Is it not the Church has Taught me that ? ~ 


(2.) Rebearf. Yes. The Church has Taught 
it you. But not by way of Authority, as 
if you were to Believe it, becaufe you are 
to Believe the Church. For you cou’d not 
Believe a Chriftian Church, without firft Be- 
lieving a Chriff. And the Charch pretends 
to no other Authority than what She has 
Receiv’d from Chrif#, Therefor you muft 
firft Believe a Chriff, before you can know 
what Authority He has given to His Church. 
The Church likewife Teaches you to ; 
lieve in God. It is the firft Article in 
Creed of the Church But as we Difcours’d laft 
time, it wou’d be the Higheft Bla, > as 
well as Nonfenfe, to fay, We believe a God 
from the Authority of the Church. The fame 
itis to fay, We believe a Chriff upon her 
Authority. 


(3.) Conntry-m. Upon what Authority then 
do we Believe a Chrift? 
Rebearf. Upon no Authority. Becaufe no 


Authority wpon Earth is fo Great as His, | 





And we cannot Believe a Greater Awtho- 
rity for a Leffler. We' believe it upon 


Evidence. 


Country-m. But then that Evidence mutt 
be Infalible. For our Belief of any thing 
cannot be Surer than. the Evidencé that we 
have for it. 


(4) Rebearf. The Evidence is Infallible: 
As is Demonftrated ‘in~ the Short Method 
with the Deifts (to whith 1 referr’d you 
before) not from «the Jsfatibility of Any 
or Aj] of the Relators, bue’from the Na- 


ture of the Beldeices which is fuch, as that 
it is osofble we ‘fava be impos’d jpon. 
And the fame Evidence is for the Truth 
of the Holy Scriptures,-as is there likewife 
fully fhew’d. Such plain. Evidence as we 
have for ther being fuch a Town as Rome 
or Conftantinople, or that ther was fuch a 
Man as King Charles I. or Henry VIII. 
And éven Greater than alf this, by the 
Propbefies that went before, from the Be- 
ginning of the World, of the things there 
Related; which it was impoffible to be 
Concerted or Counterfitted, thele Prophefies be« 
ing Known and Publick in the World, long 
before what they foretold came to pafs, 


(5.) Country-m. How then isthe Church 
call’d the Pillar and Ground f the Truth, 
if we Receive not the Belief of a: God, 
or of Chrift, or of the Holy Scriptures, up- 
on her Authority ? 

Rebearf. We receive it upon her Evidence, 
tho” not her Authority. The Sacred Oracles 
of the Scriptures were Depofited with her 
to be Kept, to be Preach’d, and Propagated. 
This makes her the Pillar, and only Pillar 
upon Earth, of this Grand Depofitum. Not 


| that She has Dominion over our Faith, as 


the 






























































the Apofile (peaks, but is a Helper of our 
Soy. For by Faith we Stand. 2. Cor. 1. 24. 
That is by Faith in Chrif, not in the 
Church. The Church is not.the Objett of 
our Faith. It is Blafphemy to fay it. Nor 
do’s even the Church of Rome pretend to 


it. a , 

Countryem. Has the Church then no Axu- 
thority at all, but to be Confider’d’ only: as 
an Evidence to the Truth? 


(6.). Rehearf: The Church has very Great 

‘Authority. Tho’ not over God, or Chrift, 
or the Holy Scriptures. But her Authority 
is over her Flock, who are Commanded by 
Chrift to be Subjeft to Her. She has 4a- 
thority to Preach the Word to them. To 
Sign and Seal the Covenant of God with 
them, in the Holy Sacraments, and in the 
Aensitting or Retaining Of their Sins. (See 
the firft Volume of the Cenfures of the 
Church) She has the Keys of the Kingdom 
of Heaven Committed to Her, to Open or 
to Shut, to Blefs and to Curfe, in the Name 
of the Lord, who has Promis’d to- Rarcfy 
in Heaven her Sentence, when Fufily paisd 
upon Earth, And who Defpifes her, De- 
fpifes CHRIST, and will be Fudg'd as fuch. 
All this is Comprehended under the Name 
of Difciplin, and the Power of the Keys, and 
is left wholly in her Hands, as fhe- will be 
Anfwerable, for the faithful Difcharge of 
it, to -Chriff the Chief Shepberd, but ac- 
countable to ne other Power upon. Earth. 
And: in. this Senfe too, She may be call’d 
the, Pilar..of the Truth, not only as the 
Keeper of this. Sacred Depofitum, but the 
Admini ftrator and Difpenfer of it. To offer 
up the Jucenfe of the Prayers of the Saints, 
and :to. Ble/s them in the Name of the 
Lord. ,Thus ftanding in the A4édf# betwixt 
God and the People, ia the Perfon of their 
Great Mediator, whofe Sacrifice her Priefts 
offer up. continually for the People, in Re- 
prefertation, and-in Conjunttion with what 
. Chrijt in Perfon offers to His Father in Hea- 
Ven. 
Country-m. This Power and Authority of 
the . Church is indeed very Great.’ And 
reaches even to Heaven, and has its Effect 
to all: Eternity. at 


(7.) Reherrf. The Church is the Spoufe of 
Chriff. to bring , forth. Children unto God. 
Ic is faid it. 2. 47. And the Lord added 
to the Church daily fuch as fhould be Saved. 
GOD. our Father Receives His Children out 
of the Arms of the Church our Mother. 
So He has Decreed; and ther, is no 0o- 
ther ordinary means of Salvation. There- 
for who are juftly thrown ous of her Com- 
miswion, or unjultly Seperate themfelves, are 
Cut off from the Commanion of God, and 
have forfeited their Right to all the Pro- 
mifes in the Gofpel; which are every one | 





made to the Church, and to none other’ 
How God will Deal with fach, of Lo 
Allowances He will make for Ignorance a 
Prejudices of Education, or other Unem ~ 
cious Caufes of their Separation, in His mas 
traordinary and Un-Covenanted Mercys a 
muft not Determia: But this we are fare 
of, That they are out of the Coveriant, ang 
cannot Plead it. They may fay God is 
Merciful, but they cannot fay, He is Ezirh. 
ful and Fuft ro forgive their Sinss for that 
can be faid only on Account of the ¢,. 
venant. Which being made only with His 
Church, confequertly, they who are out of 
the Church, are out of the Covenant, 


(8.) Country-m. How much more Harden’d 
are we than the Fems? They were Convinc’d 
by a Miracle, Vhat the Son of Man had 
Power on Earth to Forgive Sins, And they 
Marvelled, and Glorifyd God, who had Siven 
fuch Power unto Men. Matth. ix. 6, 7, 8. It 
is not to one Alan, but to Aen, And 
Chrift gave the fame Power in exprefs words 
to other Men, whofoever Sins ye Remit, &, 
And whatfoever ye fhall Bind on Earth, &, 
And Chrift fent thefe, as His Father bad fem 
Him, that is, with this fame Power. And 
promis’d to be with them, in the Execu: 
tion of it, to:the End of the World. Which 
fhews it was to continue, and to be De. 
legated to others, after the Déath of the 
Apofiles. Thus you have Inftructed me, 
Majfter, and particularly in. this. too, That 
God difpenfes every thing .to us by the 
Hands of A4en, whom He has Appointed. 
That this has been His Method from the 
Beginning of the World, and_ will be the 
fame to the End. Therefor that God Fudg- 
eth no Man, but hath Committed all Fudge- 
ment to the Son, becaufe He is the Son of 
Man. 
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Incompatible to any Impofture that ever yet has been, 
orthat can poffibly be. Jn a Letter toa Friend. 
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